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ATTN: Culture/Tourism Editors and Writers

Alaska Highway Corridor Nomination Submitted
Fort St. John, 27 October 2015 –Alaska Highway Corridor nominated as a National Historic Site of
Canada in the category of ‘place’
--“We are extremely grateful to the Peace River Regional District for having the foresight to fund this initiative
since September 2011, and we are proud of the fact that this project has been driven by the people and
communities of northeastern BC and Yukon. Their hard work has helped us get to this point - the submission of
the nomination of the Alaska Highway Corridor.” – Bud Powell, Chair, Alaska Highway Community Society
“The Alaska Highway cut through our landscape and irreversibly altered this corridor. Our nomination
recognizes the deep history of connection, loss and change and it celebrates the shared cultural heritage which
continues to develop along this ‘Main Street’ of the North. We are excited for the next stage, the decision of the
Historic Sites and Monuments Board to accept our cultural highway corridor as a National Historic Site of
Canada.” – Janna Powell, President, Alaska Highway Heritage Society

--The Alaska Highway Community Society (AHCS) in BC and the Alaska Highway Heritage Society (AHHS) in Yukon
are pleased to announce that the nomination of the Alaska Highway Corridor as a National Historic Site of
Canada was submitted to the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada on 15 October 2015.
The Alaska Highway Corridor is a cultural landscape that traverses 1,900 km from Dawson Creek, through
northeastern BC and Yukon, to the Alaska border. Within this cultural landscape, 12 discrete sites in BC and
Yukon have been recommended for inclusion in the nomination. As with the nomination, the AHCS and AHHS
recognize that local initiative is key, and that the sites included in the nomination represent only a fraction of
the many places that are enjoyed and appreciated by residents and visitors alike. For more information on the
nomination specifics, please see the enclosed Media Backgrounder.
National Historic Sites of Canada tell the story of defining moments in Canada’s history, and help Canadians
celebrate their shared cultural heritage. The Alaska Highway Corridor should be part of that story, and the
designation will provide a platform on which to commemorate and promote the shared history of the Alaska
Highway’s cultural landscape – especially with the upcoming 75th anniversary of the Alaska Highway, and the
150th anniversary of Canada in 2017.
The AHCS and AHHS are also looking past 2017 to raise the profile of the Alaska Highway Corridor through
economic development, tourism, recognition of Indigenous history, and heritage preservation. In order to
create a sustainable foundation for promoting the Alaska Highway’s cultural heritage resources and
opportunities, the AHCS and AHHS are now seeking ideas and support for projects that will deepen our
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understanding of the highway's history, contribute to interpretation of places within the corridor, and
encourage the 300,000 visitors traveling along the highway to spend more time seeing places that bear witness
to thousands of years of history.
In BC, funding through the Peace River Regional District is the foundation for this work, including research, the
BC engagement program, communications, and developing Yukon partners. In Yukon, funding for the initial
phase of the project was provided by the Yukon Tourism Product Development Partnership Program, the
Community Development Fund and CanNor, with support from Northwestel and Yukon Energy.

--The AHCS has been raising awareness about the importance of the Alaska Highway for over 30 years. Formed of
representatives from local governments located along or near the Alaska Highway in northeastern BC, the AHCS
works to raise awareness of and protect the history and heritage of the Alaska Highway’s cultural landscape
and to improve the traveler’s experience. Administrative support for the AHCS is provided by the Northern
British Columbia Tourism Association (NBCTA). Bud Powell is the Chair of the AHCS; April Moi is the
Administrator.
The AHHS was established in August 2013 by individuals interested in the conservation and promotion of the
Alaska Highway’s history and heritage in Yukon. The core purpose of the AHHS is to commemorate the Alaska
Highway Corridor as a National Historic Site of Canada by 2017 and to seek collaboration and partnerships
along the corridor to further economic development, tourism, heritage and cultural preservation. Janna Powell
is the President of the AHHS.
Contact:

April Moi, Administrator
Alaska Highway Community Society (BC)
PO Box 6850, Fort St. John, BC V1J 4J3
T: 250-793-0062 | Toll Free: 1-888-785-2544
E: april@nbctourism.com

Janna Powell, President
Alaska Highway Heritage Society (Yukon)
30 Electra Crescent, Whitehorse, YK Y1A 0M7
T: 867-667-4704 | E: ahhsyukon@gmail.com

Sample Images:
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Caption: The Historic Kiskatinaw Bridge is one of six (6) BC sites included in the nomination. (Credit: Destination
BC)

Caption: The Liard River Hot Springs is one of the BC sites included in the Nomination. (Credits: Northern BC
Tourism)

Caption: The Watson Lake Air Terminal Building is one of six (6) sites in the Yukon included in the Nomination.
(Credit: Yukon Government)
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Caption: The famous Watson Lake Sign Post Forest is also included in the Nomination. (Credit: Northern BC
Tourism)
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Alaska Highway Heritage Project
Media Backgrounder
Date: 27 October 2015
Issued by: Alaska Highway Community Society (BC) and Alaska Highway Heritage Society (Yukon)
RE: The Alaska Highway Corridor has been nominated as a National Historic Site of Canada

About the Alaska Highway Heritage Project
The Alaska Highway Community Society (AHCS) in BC and the Alaska Highway Heritage Society (AHHS) in Yukon
are working together through the Alaska Highway Heritage Project to ensure that the Alaska Highway is
recognized, appreciated and developed as one of North America’s most significant historical routes. In BC,
funding through the Peace River Regional District is the foundation for this work, including research, the BC
engagement program, communications, and developing Yukon partners. In Yukon, funding for the initial phase
of the project was provided by the Yukon Tourism Product Development Partnership Program, the Community
Development Fund and CanNor, with support from Northwestel and Yukon Energy. More information about
each of the organizations is found at the end of this backgrounder. You can also visit our website for more
information: www.ouralaskahighway.com.

About the Nomination
National Historic Sites of Canada
National Historic Sites of Canada tell the story of defining moments in Canada’s history, and help Canadians
celebrate their shared cultural heritage. The Alaska Highway Corridor should be part of that story; the
recognition will provide a platform for promoting the shared history of the Alaska Highway’s cultural landscape
– especially with the upcoming 75th anniversary of the Alaska Highway, and the 150th anniversary of Canada in
2017. It will also help communities tell the full story, including the impact of the highway on First Nations and
the cultural value of places that have been of importance to communities since time immemorial. More
information about National Historic Sites of Canada can be found online at: www.pc.gc.ca/progs/lhnnhs/intro_e.asp.
Who makes the decision?
The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) advises the Government of Canada, through the
Minister of the Environment, on the commemoration of nationally significant aspects of Canada's history.
Following a thorough evaluation process and recommendation by the Board, the Minister declares the site,
event or person of national historic significance. The HSMBC is composed of appointed representatives from
each province and territory, as well as the Librarian and Archivist of Canada, an officer of the Canadian
Museum of History and the Vice-President of Parks Canada’s Heritage Conservation and Commemoration
Directorate, who also acts as the Board’s Secretary. The representative from British Columbia is Dr. Harold D.
Kalman. The representative from Yukon is Brian L. MacDonald. More information about the HSMBC can be
found at: www.pc.gc.ca/eng/clmhc-hsmbc/index.aspx.
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Moving Forward
The AHCS and AHHS are also looking past 2017, and plan to continue work to raise the profile of the Alaska
Highway Corridor through economic development, tourism, and built heritage preservation. In order to create
a sustainable foundation for promoting the Alaska Highway’s cultural heritage resources and opportunities, the
AHCS and AHHS are now seeking ideas and support for projects that will deepen our understanding of the
highway's history, contribute to the presentation and interpretation of places within the corridor, and
encourage visitors to spend more time seeing places that bear witness to thousands of years of history.
Why is the Alaska Highway Corridor of national historic significance?
The Alaska Highway Corridor is of historical significance because:








It is a landscape with almost fourteen thousand years of continuous human occupancy and use,
with evidence surviving in various forms, such as archaeological sites trails, and in the living
communities of Indigenous peoples.
It had a tremendous impact on First Nations people. Direct negative impacts included more
disease, family dislocation, and sport hunting reducing game for First Nations. It also served as a
catalyst for many changes to all communities in the corridor after settlement patterns and land-use
practices were reoriented toward the road. Old trails and waterways retain their strong cultural
significance but with the highway construction, people entered a new era of rapid communication,
transportation and government oversight.
The “pioneer” road was built under the direction of the US Corps of Engineers in great haste in
1942 along a route identified with assistance from First Nations guides and Canadian surveyors.
Together with the improved road built a year later, the Alaska Highway was a remarkable logistical
achievement across difficult terrain in a remote area.
It is the location of two interconnected projects of historic importance – the Alaska Highway and
the Northwest Staging Route airway. Together they gave Canada and the United States an
alternative and reliable north-south route for military transport and supported the Canol oil
project. The US military occupation of the strategic corridor was a precursor to the continuing joint
militarization of Canada’s Arctic during the Cold War.

What is included in the nomination?
The AHCS and AHHS have documented almost a hundred places in the Alaska Highway Corridor that are of
historic value, but research and consultations led the organizations to propose twelve (12) resources as being
representative of the key elements in the story. The owners of eleven (11) of these resources have consented
to the nomination of their sites; the owner of a federal site is going through the process of reviewing the
consent agreement.

BC

Yukon

Northern Alberta Railway (NAR) Station, Dawson
Creek

Watson Lake Air Terminal Building

Historic Kiskatinaw Bridge

Watson Lake Sign Post Forest

Charlie Lake Cave (Tse’K’wa)

White Pass & Yukon Route Railway Depot,
Whitehorse
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Old Fort Nelson (Tthek’eneh Kúe) Warden’s Cabin

Former Northwest Highway System HQ Building,
Whitehorse

Old Alaska Highway Trail at Muncho Lake

Soldier’s Summit, Kluane National Park and Reserve

Liard River Hot Springs

The Donjek Route, Kluane National Park and Reserve

What will commemoration as a National Historic Site of Canada mean?


Commemoration as a national historic site is honorific only; it conveys no legal obligations to protect
historic resources or to fund interpretive programs.



Ownership and control of the land will not change. Most of the historic places commemorated as
National Historic Sites of Canada are owned and controlled by individuals, governments, churches, First
Nations, and businesses.



The operation, maintenance and development of the present-day transportation route will not be
affected by the commemoration.

About the Project Organizations
Alaska Highway Community Society (AHCS)
The AHCS has been raising awareness about the importance of the Alaska Highway for over 30 years. Formed
of representatives from local governments located along or near the Alaska Highway in northeastern BC, the
AHCS works to raise awareness of and protect the history and heritage of the Alaska Highway’s cultural
landscape and to improve the traveler’s experience. Administrative support for the AHCS is provided by the
Northern British Columbia Tourism Association (NBCTA). Bud Powell is the Chair of the AHCS; April Moi is the
Administrator. Funding through the Peace River Regional District (PRRD) is the foundation for this work,
including research, the BC engagement program, communications, and developing Yukon partners.

Alaska Highway Heritage Society (AHHS)
The AHHS was established in August 2013 by individuals interested in the conservation and promotion of the
Alaska Highway’s history and heritage in Yukon. The core purpose of the AHHS is to commemorate the Alaska
Highway Corridor as a National Historic Site of Canada by 2017 and to seek collaboration and partnerships
along the corridor to further economic development, tourism, heritage and cultural preservation. This initial
phase of the project was funded by the Yukon Tourism Product Development Partnership Program, the
Community Development Fund and CanNor, with support from Northwestel and Yukon Energy.

Contacts for More Information and Images
April Moi, Administrator
Alaska Highway Community Society (BC)
PO Box 6850, Fort St. John, BC V1J 4J3
T: 250-793-0062 | Toll Free: 1-888-785-2544
E: april@nbctourism.com

Janna Powell, President
Alaska Highway Heritage Society (Yukon)
30 Electra Crescent, Whitehorse, YK Y1A 0M7
T: 867-667-4704 | E: ahhsyukon@gmail.com
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